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Gearrchoille Community Wood:

The 2nd of June saw the GCWA’s Seventh Annual General Meeting take place in Ardgay Hall.
The directors were pleased to report that the ‘Official Opening’ event, which had taken place the preceding Saturday to mark the completion of the access improvements and wildlife pond development, appeared to have been enjoyed by all who attended.

During the celebrations Ms Fiona MacDonald, the manager of GREAN (Golspie Recycling and Environmental Action Network), presented Shaun MacInnes with a refurbished bicycle. Shaun was the winner of the GCWA’s Wordsearch Competition, which had been open to the children in the four local primary schools. [Edderton, Ardgay, Bonar Bridge and Rosehall.] The bicycle had kindly been donated by GREAN. Gifts were also awarded to the two joint runners up. The directors fully appreciate the support they have received from everyone who participated in any way to make this whole event such an enjoyable occasion.
The Treasurer’s AGM report highlighted the GCWA’s dependency on grant funding, not only to finance any projects, but for running cost too. It was pointed out that an established membership demonstrates to funders that they are supporting something that has wide appeal and the directors feel this visible indication of community interest plays an important role in the success of applications.  Therefore, an appeal was made for all current members to help raise awareness of the GCWA both locally and further a field to as wide a variety of potential users as possible. This action holds the possibility of increasing the GCWA’s membership numbers and subsequent revenue from fees. These remain at £3 per adult; £5 per family or £6 per group, per year or part thereof for 2011/12. Membership forms can be downloaded from the GCWA website.
Each year at least one third of the current board of directors are required to either retire or stand for re-election. From the present board of George Ross (Heatherlea) Betty Wright, Andy Wright, Hilda Buchanan, David Laver, Rhonwen Copley, Brigitte Geddes, Mairi Munro and David Hannah, the latter three stood down and were then re-appointed.  The directors also paid tribute to the contribution their former chairman, Bill Stobo, had made to this management team. It was with regret that they noted his death late last year.
The directors were pleased to receive a positive response from the members to their proposals for 2011/12 these include, amongst other things, better roadside signage adjacent to the A836 and the installation of interpretive boards within the woodland.
After the formal business of the AGM was concluded some light refreshments where enjoyed whilst the draw for the winner of the Prize Crossword Competition was made, Ms Angie Banks emerging triumphant. This was followed by what proved to be a very interesting and entertaining illustrated talk by Mr. Ian Westacott.  Starting with an etching entitled ‘The Gearrchoille Don’t Worry Tree’- the inspiration for which, of course, can be found in Ardgay - Ian took his audience on a journey from his roots in Australia, through his travels around Sutherland and then further afield throughout Scotland, explaining along the way the philosophy and techniques behind his artistic passion for creating images of venerable trees.  This was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and it was remarked that Ian had shown that there were many ways to look at, and appreciate, the Gearrchoille Community Wood
It is hoped that everyone who uses and cares for the woodland - whether artist or not - will continue to take advantage of the Gearrchoille website to let the directors know their views and ideas for the future of the GCWA.
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