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The conference venue was chosen very well and the event provided an excellent opportunity to renew old friendships and exchange views and information.  We both enjoyed it very much and managed to sell quite a few moth leaflets for GCWA.  By now we have enough experience to impart a wee bit of our own knowledge rather than just absorbing information from other woodlanders.

For me the conference highlight was the Screening of ‘A Farm for the Future - Rebecca’s Wild Farm’ screened by BBC 2 one or two years ago. You can still watch it online under at http://video.google.co.uk/videoplay?docid=2750012006939737230# but I hope to obtain a loan of the dvd once other CWA members are finished with it for a possible screening locally subject to interest.  Rebecca uses the example of a supermarket sandwich to demonstrate the real cost of producing all the ingredients - from wrapper to the cereal crop. The outcome proved revelatory to several people in the audience.  The arguments were made in a very direct and convincing manner, by filming various farming practices and by means of interviews with farmers and leading experts in various disciplines.  The film strengthened my conviction that a biosphere reserve and permaculture provide the best opportunities of securing a sustainable future.  The film will make it clear what permaculture means.

But, of course, there were lots of other extremely interesting and relevant presentations, workshops and field trips.

I chose the field trip closest to home - a walk through the Callander Woodland, a community wood managed by the local councils (partly Perthshire, partly Stirling Council) under the guidance of John Snodin who proudly showed us their very clever new bridge design, and Jane Begg, a council employee.  A lot of fun was had advising our guides about fund-raising, especially ideas for a calendar from Callender on the lines of the well-known film Calendar Girls.

The workshop attended by me related to Community Shares & Woodland Acquisitions, led by Douglas Westwater from Community Enterprise.

In that context, there has been an interesting exchange of emails between CWA members and our CEO which discusses the nitty-gritty of how to calculate lease terms in woodland acquisition.  This might be of interest to our GCWA Chairman in his role as ADCC Chairman.

For other details of the conference please see the attached illustrated pdf report submitted by CWA staff.

For general information on CWA please see their website under http://www.communitywoods.org/index.php/weblog/

